
A School Leavers Guide
To A Succesful Career



So You’ve Left School… 

What Happens Now? 
Making a decision about what to do after high school isn’t easy, 
especially if many of your friends are heading to university. 

There are so many options and not always enough life experience to really 
decide what’s right for you and your career. 

Do you go straight to work? Do you start your own business? Do you listen to 
your friends and family who are pushing you in a certain direction? Do you 
find other education options?

It's a lot of pressure....!

The good news? You don’t have to answer questions that affect your whole life 
right now or find the career that will suit you until you’re 60. You can move in a 
direction that makes sense for you now and, if you choose differently in 
two years, you’ll still be young, energetic and ready to pursue a new goal.

Living in today’s world, it is possible to build a successful career without a 
university degree – because academic education isn’t all that counts when it 
comes to success! 

The main ingredient for success is to DREAM BIG!  

So ditch worrying, coming up with apocalyptic scenarios of your future, 
listening to warnings that you’ll fail. Dream big, and explore the following 
options!



It’s incredibly rewarding to earn your own money, gain skills and take pride in 
your work. It can also help you see if this is a career path you want to pursue 
while adding valuable experience to your CV. 

One of the most difficult parts about deciding what to do after high school 
is not having enough information to make decisions – and working part or 
full-time will certainly clue you up about  the type of work and environment 
you enjoy. Do you prefer a slower, quieter work environment in an office? 
Do you enjoy a fast-paced, physically challenging workplace? Do you like 
to work independently, or with a team? Do you like to lead other people, or 
follow directions?

Finding the answers to these questions will seriously help you 
understand the path you’re best suited for. Even if your first job isn’t that 
glamorous, it’ll teach you a great deal about who you are and the right choices 
for success.

If you start to look around at your co-workers and manager and realise this isn’t 
the lifestyle or work for you, there are plenty of other options. It might mean that 
you’ve found a job path that just isn’t a good fit – and that’s ok! You’ve made 
progress by excluding a dead end. It may also means that this career path 
requires you to get additional certificates or training so you can do more 
meaningful, exciting work reserved for more qualified workers.

Going to Work



In-demand Jobs to Consider

Should you decide to pursue a career and start working right away, here is a list of 
well paid jobs in high demand that you may wish to consider when choosing your 
direction.

Hotel Manager

Have you ever walked into a nice hotel, been greeted by a pleasant front desk 
receptionist in a beautiful lobby full of artwork, a piano player and large floral 
arrangements and wondered: who makes this all happen?

You’re seeing the combined efforts of a hotel manager and their team. Whether 
they’re running a boutique hotel or a 5-star corporate-owned resort, hotel 
managers are responsible for everything from managing staff to making 
decisions about how to give guests the best experience possible.

Another bonus? There are hotels all over the world. If you want a job that 
allows you to have a flexible location – at home in Australia, abroad in Dubai or 
Paris – then hotel management is one career path to consider.

Cruise Ship Officer

If seeing the world and getting paid while you do it sounds like the type of job 
you’d be interested in, working on a cruise ship could be the perfect fit!

Cruise ship officers can have a range of duties from finding talent to entertain 
guests to managing staff to planning meals to planning activities onboard and 
onshore. They work throughout the length of the cruise, but will have free time 
and days off where they can travel into port and enjoy new places.
If one day you decide it’s time to stick with one place, cruise companies have 
headquarters all over the world – and they’ll appreciate hiring people who have 
real experience aboard a ship.



Chef

For foodies and creative people, food is a major source of joy – as is preparing 
food for others to enjoy. Best of all it’s another job with worldwide 
demand.

Chefs may be responsible for planning meals, creating the menu, 
overseeing fresh ingredients, choosing vendors and, of course, preparing 
meals for their guests. Some chefs also go on to open their own restaurants 
and become entrepreneurs. If sitting at a desk or working in an office isn’t 
for you, becoming a chef is a great and fulfilling career to consider.

Restaurant Manager

Working closely with the chef, a restaurant manager may not spend time behind a 
grill or knife, but they keep restaurants running.

They’ll be responsible for managing reservations, motivating staff and creating 
schedules and hiring new employees, plus making sure there’s enough food in 
stock. During dinner service, they may fill in where they’re needed: answering 
the phone to take reservations, making sure orders are going out on time and 
speaking with guests to ensure they had a great experience.

Almost every restaurant you see has at least one manager that keeps things 
running smoothly – and guests happy. If working in a restaurant is of interest to 
you, but you struggle to boil water or even make a sandwich – becoming a 
restaurant manager is the route to take.



Business Owner

Have you wanted to be your own boss and make decisions? Building your own 
business will certainly let you call the shots and answer only to yourself and your 
customers.

Plenty of people who never graduated from university have built 
incredible businesses (Bill Gates and Steve Jobs are two famous dropouts 
who built fairly successful companies) and it gives you the opportunity to 
focus on something you love, so each day feels less like work. 

Whether you choose to open your own advertising agency, landscape business, 
restaurant, car repair shop or perhaps even a business that hasn’t been 
thought of yet, business owners need great managerial skills and a solid grasp 
on everything from marketing to accounting and more.

Travel Agent

Maybe you love to travel and plan trips, but would rather stay in one place 
most days. Becoming a travel agent lets you help others plan their trips, negotiate 
prices, suggest hotels or beaches to visit, choose flights and decide what to see and 
do on their trip. If you find yourself planning hypothetical vacations in your free 
time, you may love this career.

Another cool perk? Some companies will give travel agents free offers or major 
discounts so travel agents will suggest a certain airline or destination to their 
clients. 



Event Manager

From weddings to festivals to corporate conferences, every single event needs a 
great event manager. They’re the ones who make sure that the venue is chosen, 
food is delivered and the event is properly staffed – plus ensure their clients’ 
wishes are met!

Event managers tend to be a mix of creative and highly organised. Their work 
doesn’t begin or end on the day of the event, but instead starts weeks or 
months before the event so things go smoothly. They’re one part project 
manager, one part creative problem solver and completely vital to every event 
you’ve ever attended being successful.

How Do I Get Into These Careers?

While none of these jobs require a university degree, some training and education 
is either highly recommended or necessary. For example, many restaurants 
require either previous experience or, at the very least, certification for basic 
kitchen skills. Industries like hospitality often operate through referrals of 
friends and former co-workers, so it’s important to use opportunities to create 
industry connections.

For many of these roles, leadership and management skills will come into play. 
Having guidance from experts in these areas will accelerate your career and 
ensure your leadership skills are top-notch.

Most importantly, these careers are highly customisable to suit your dreams 
and priorities, available in nearly all parts of the world – and highly in-
demand.



Should you want to continue learning, but not necessarily want  to go to 
the university – you can choose to learn in a different  way! 

Fortunately, education has changed a great deal and a lengthy university degree 
isn’t the only way to learn and grow your skills. There are faster options that 
deliver marketable skills with classes taught by experts in their field.

Even if you start working, you'll need a national certificate at a certain point to 
enable career advancement - you may have great skills and show serious effort, 
and you absolutely deserve that promotion - but you need to be qualified for it. 

Registered Training Organisations, or RTOs, are nationally recognised learning 
centers that offer vocational education and training, usually resulting in diplomas 
or certificates. These courses cover areas like hospitality, kitchen operations, 
business, event management, human resources and more. 

Many students use RTOs to quickly gain skills, allowing them to get better jobs, 
receive a promotion or become much more competitive in the job market. It also 
allows students to test a path without committing to years and years in a 
university degree program. Many jobs in Australia require these types of 
certificates and diplomas, especially in kitchen service, so you'll be opening 
yourself up to many more career options.

Learning
In a New Way



It’s an option perfect for students who want to keep learning, but have 
chosen not to go to university just yet. In fact, it can work especially well if 
you’d like to eventually enrol in university as it will give you credentials and 
experience that can help you pursue a university degree-- once you feel
confident this is the right path for you! This is a path many school leavers take.

How does it work? 

Once you enrol in an RTO, you will be taking classes led by experienced trainers 
who apply contemporary methods to their teaching style, ensuring you always get 
most regarding technical knowledge. Besides classes and depending on the course 
you take, you will get to do an internship to build up practical skills and gain job 
experience necessary to get desired employment. 

Studying hospitality at Barrington College, you will gain work experience at 
luxury 5-7 start hotels and restaurants, gaining valuable experience and tips from 
distinguished industry experts. 

Do I have to pay?

Yes - you do have to pay to enrol in a VET course, but it may cost much less than 
you think. You may also be eligible for government funding and studies, in which 
case you won't feel the cost of your education, and the return on your investment 
could be a lifetime of achievement, in a great and growing industry...

This Government Fact sheet will help you find out if you’re eligible for 
government funding, and just how little your education could cost. 

Contact Barrington College Australia at 07 5562 5700 to find out more!

http://blog.barringtoncollege.edu.au/queensland-government-fact-sheet


It can be hard to cope with a choice this big at your age -- but you need 
to understand that no one can help you better than you can yourself: 
by understanding your feelings, your desires, and your personality.

How to handle
Feelings, Reason, and Other People?

You feel overwhelmed. You feel you may have betrayed your love ones by 
not opting for university, by not studying more and better -- or simply, by not 
being interested in a prosperous academic career because you have other 
big dreams.

That is fine. Understand and accept that it is your life in question - your 
destiny. 

Don't give up on  your dreams just because they're unconventional. You have 
just started, and haven't even had time to fail. 

Friends and Family

Whether you want their opinion or not, chances are your friends and 
family are happy to add theirs to your growing list of concerns and 
considerations.

They mean well. They want you to succeed. However, some 
professionals argue listening to family and friends is a surefire way to fail. 
They bring in their own biases and experiences. Not to mention, work 
and careers have changed dramatically in the past 10 years-- and even 
more than when your great uncle graduated from high school in 1954!



While it would be ignorant to suggest ignoring all advice your family and friends 
give, be aware that their advice and ideas aren’t necessarily right for you and 
need to match with who you are and what you want from life. While your 
parents may want you to work in an office like they do, you may be an insatiable 
travel bug and want the type of work that could take you all over the world. 

Listening to friends and family’s opinions is usually a constant theme 
throughout life, but you can get better at coping with and considering their 
advice. At the end of the day, it’s you who will have to do the work and experience 
the good and bad parts of the path you choose. 

It is you who must listen to your heart  and dream big -- and it is you that harvest 
the fruits of your own choices. Therefore -- it is you who needs to decide, taking 
in consideration valid arguments, not any argument just because it came from 
someone who loves you.



Figuring out how to go from school leaver to happy, fulfilled adult takes time and 
action. You may have plenty of ideas, or you’re not sure where to even start. You 
may have experience, or you may just be starting out. Wherever you’re at, you 
have the opportunity to live the life and work the job you’ve always wanted.

If you’ve been looking for impartial advice from a career expert, there’s another 
opportunity you should know about.

Barrington College offers free Career Design Sessions, a one-on-one chat to 
identify what makes you come alive, what you’re great at and where you 
should go next.

As Henry David Thoreau said, “Go confidently in the direction of your dreams! 
Live the life you've imagined.”

Good News

We’ve all been there. 



Take the Next Step into Your 
Dream Career Today.

Our industry training specialists have a wealth of knowledge, built up through 
years of working and training in the Hospitality and Business industries.

Not only do we know how to provide the greatest training you can get, we also 
know exactly what the industries want to see from graduates.

Contact Barrington College at 07 5562 5700 or email us at 
reception@barringtoncollege.edu.au to book a personalised campus tour and 
FREE career design session today! 

http://blog.barringtoncollege.edu.au/get-a-free-career-design-session?hsCtaTracking=74045d5f-c8e3-4c2e-a215-6e33ee7e0800%7C03d78d84-3323-44c4-9423-98ba1c4affcf
https://www.barringtoncollege.edu.au/campuses-and-facilities/


Thank You 
for Reading!



Gold Coast Campus

59 - 73 Meron Street
Southport 4215
Queensland 
Australia 

Phone: +61 7 5562 5700

Brisbane Office

Level 13/288 Edward Street
Brisbane City 4000
Queensland 
Australia 

Contact Us

Email:  reception@barringtoncollege.edu.au




